February 28, 2021

Sunday Online Worship available at 7 a.m.
Contemplative Worship weekly during Lent premieres at 5 p.m.
Available anytime on our YouTube Channel

Lenten Wilderness Intro
Greeting Ayo Akinnuoye
Call to Worship Rev. Brenda Wheeler Ehlers
Pilgrims, we are invited to journey through this season of Lent
towards the One who calls us each by a new name.
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten, God alone fills us.
Disciples, we walk with Jesus where he leads,
putting our fears, our doubts, our longings behind us.
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten, God alone fills us.
Believers, we seek to trust God who always surprises,
whose promises take on flesh and blood and call us to blessings to the world.
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten, God alone fills us.
Be with us as we journey in worship closer ever to you, O God.
Opening Hymn The Glory of These Forty Days Dr. Holland Jancaitis
(available in the back of the booklet)

Children’s Time
Offering and Doxology
Announcements
Anthem Let Nothing Ever Grieve Thee (Johannes Brahms)
Pastoral Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer/Mallotte Rev. Janice S. Lynn
Music
Scripture Lesson Frances Thornton
First Reading abbreviated Psalm 22
Praise the Lord, all you who worship God!
Honor God, you descendants of Jacob!
Fear and respect God, all you people of Israel!
God does not ignore those who need help.
God does not hate them.
God does not turn away from them.
God listens when they cry for help.
Hymn of Preparation Holy Ground
Scripture Lesson
Genesis 16, 17 select verses. So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife,
took Hagar the Egyptian, her slave-girl, and gave her to her husband Abram as a wife. 4 He went in to Hagar,
and she conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. 5 Then
Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my slave-girl to your embrace, and when
she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!”
6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Your slave-girl is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly

with her, and she ran away from her.7 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness,
the spring on the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come from and where
are you going?” She said, “I am running away from my mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel of the LORD said to her,
“Return to your mistress, and submit to her.” 10 The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will so greatly
multiply your offspring that they cannot be counted for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the LORD said to her,
“Now you have conceived and shall bear a son; you shall call him Ishmael, for the LORD has given heed to
your affliction.13 So she named the LORD who spoke to her, “You are El-roi”; for she said, “Have I really seen
God and remained alive after seeing him?” . 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty;
walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you
exceedingly numerous.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant
with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be Abram, but your
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 I will establish my
covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” . . . 15 God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your
wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you
a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
Sermon There is a Spring
Closing Prayer
Closing Hymn The God of Abraham Praise
(available in the back of the booklet)

Benediction

Prayer List

We pray for:
-our elected officials, for our government, for our democracy
-those on the front lines at the capitol (and all state capitols)
-zero tolerance of violence, hate, and the rhetoric born of white supremacy
-appropriate justice being served
-the Hernandez-Pemberton family
-Carmen and her family as she recovers from surgery
-Eva N, who is having a challenging recovery from surgery
-Bethany and baby Chloe, who is premature and dealing with seizures
-Judy Rogers, who had diagnostic testing last week
-the Kaye family on the passing of Catherine Higgins, mother of Jessie Kaye, a MMPS family/board member
-Mary Sue’s cousin, Pete Sweeney, hospitalized for COVID
-John, Maggie and the Jerger family as they mourn the passing of John’s older brother, David, who succumbed to COVID
complications
-Kathy Finch’s sister, Susie, who’s recovering from cancer surgery and may have to undergo additional treatment
-Peter Walcott, friend of the Gracey family, struggling with health issues
-The Canady family as Mel is recovering from surgery and facing more procedures attempting to restore the use
of his legs and arms (friends of Tracy’s)
-Judy’s next-door neighbor, Rosemary, who is fighting cancer and not doing well
-Sarah Hoddinott, who is receiving radiation and chemotherapy
-Sue Profeta, strength during treatments
-Mary Sue’s younger sister, Sarah, living in managed care
-Mary Sue’s brother-in-law James Price, who is struggling with many health issues
Continued prayers for:
-all those waiting to be vaccinated
-children, who we hope continue to learn and grow as they learn remotely
-parents, who are managing their students’ education and, in many cases, working as well
-everyone on the front lines, those who are compromised
-the grieving, the hungry, the homeless, the imprisoned
-the unemployed, the oppressed, the abused
-the depressed and the addicted
-our families
-you and me
-the difference we can make in the world
Prayers of gratitude for:
-love and grace and mercy even when we cannot feel it
-all the healing we can -- and will -- bear witness to
-celebrating the miracles of medicine and safe vaccinating of all those who need it most
-patience in this process

The Glory of These Forty Days

